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Rare Birds 
Collected on 
F.D.RJsJrip. 

^ni » 

Aboard U. S. S. Houston, en 
route to Panama, July 20. — <A’) — 
Prof. Waldo Schmitt of the Smith- 
sonian Institution of Washington 
told President Roosevelt today he 
had obtained biological and bird 
collections of great scientific inter- 
est at each of the stops on the 
President’s fishing cruise. 

Prof. Schmitt was invited on the 
cruise so he might conduct inves- 
tigations which the institution had 
wanted to make for many years. He 
brought drags, seines, bottom sam- 
plers, traps and hand nets to cap- 
ture marine animals. 

The Houston rode at anchor to- 
day at the southern end of Socorro 
Island, the largest of the Revilla 
Gigedo group, while President 
Roosevelt and members of his party 
fished the seldom-visited waters of 
that vicinity. Others went ashore 
to explore the face of this pic- 
turesque bit of land. 

The cruiser’s overnight run from 
Cape San Lucas to Socorro was 
favored by ideal weather, with a 
calm sea, clear skies and light west- 
erly winds. 

Although no big fish were landed 
yesterday some interesting smaller 
specimens were caught. One was a 
broomtailed grouper, an odd fish 
with a toothed tail. Another was 
a striped pargo, found only in the 
Cape San Lucas area. 

Precipitous cliffs line the shores 
of Socorro and the sea has cut nu- 
merous holes and caves in rocks, 
through which the water spouts like 
a fountain when the waves surge in. 

Canvas was spread over the Hous- 
ton’s deck yesterday to offer haven 
from the tropical sun, which added 
considerably to the President’s coat 
of tan. 
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Scientist Reports Rare Finds ® 
On Cruise With the President 


By the Associated Press. 


Aboard U. S. S. Houston, en route 
to Panama, July 20. — Prof. Waldo 
Schmitt, of the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion in Washington, told President 
Roosevelt today he had obtained 
biological and bird collections of 
great scientific interest at each of 
the stops on the President s fishing 
cruise. 

. Prof. Schmitt was invited by the 
President to cruise with him so he 
might conduct scientific investiga- 
tions the institution had wanted for 
many years. 

In Magdalena Bay, ihe professor 
informed Mr. Roosevelt, he found 
incredible numbers of small crus- 


The professor brought with him 
drags, seines, bottom samplers, traps 
and hand nets to capture marine 
‘ animals. 

The Houston rode at anchor today 
at the southern end of Socorro 
Island, largest of the Revilla Gigedo 
group, while President Roosevelt 
and members of his party fished the 
seldom visited waters of that vicin- 
ity. Others went ashore to explore 
the face of this picturesque bit ofj 
land. 

The cruiser’s run from Cape San 
Lucas to Socorro was favored by 
ideal weather conditions, with a 
calm sea, clear skies and light west- 
erly winds. The Houston left Cape 
T iir-ne -we-^terdav afternoon. 


Roosevelt Trip ^ 

i Is Turned Into 

By 1hp AssociatecjjPress. 

ABOARD U. S. S., HOUSTON, EN 
ROUTE TO PANAMA, July 20. — Pi’of. 
Waldo Schmitt o^ the Smithsonian In- 
stitution of Washington, D. C., told 
I President Roosevelt today he had ob- 
I tained biological and bird collections 
' of great scientific interest at each of 
the stops on the President’s fishing 
cruise. 

Prof. Schmitt was invited by the 
President to cruise with him so he 
I might conduct scientific investigations : 

which the institution had wanted to j 
I make for many years. The professor I 
' brought with him drags, seines, bottom 
j samplers, traps and hand nets to cap- 
' ture marine animals. 

In Magdalena Bay, the professor in- 
I formed Mr. Roosevelt, he found an in- 
i credible number of small crustaceans. 

The Houston rode at anchor today at 
i the southern end of Socorro Island, 

I largest of the Revilla Gigedo group, 
i while President Roosevelt and mem- 
bers of his party fished the seldom- 
j visited waters of that vicinity. Others 
went ashore to explore the face of this 
' picturesque bit of land. 

j 

7/27 / 3 S 

Scientist Makes ^ 
Valuable Finds on 
I Roosevelt Cruise 


By the Associated Press. 
j Aboard U. S. S. Houston, en route 
to Panama, July 20.— Prof. Waldo 
j Schmitt, of the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion in Washington, told President 
Roosevelt today he had obtained 
biological and bird collections of 
, great scientific interest at each of 
I the stops on the President's fishing 
cruise. 

Prof. Schmitt was invited by the 
President to cruise with him so he 
might conduct scientific investiga- 
tions the institution had wanted for 
many years. 

The Houston rode at anchor today 
at the southern end of Socorro 
Island, largest of the Revilla Gigedo 
group, while President Roosevelt 
and members of his party fished the 
! seldom visited waters of that vicin- 
ity. Others went ashore to explore 
the face of this picturesque bit of 
land. 
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Houston Skipper Will Make 


Observations to Chart 
Hazard Correctly. • 

By 1h* Associated Press. 

, ABOARD U. S. S. HOUSTON, EN 
ROUTE TO PANAMA, July 21. — The 
cruiser Houston, carrying President 
Roosevelt and his fishing companion' 
on a vacation jaunt down the Pacific. 
Clipped along at 21 knots today toward 
French-owned Clipperton Island, poor- ^ 
ly charted and a danger to navigation, j 
The island, lying 670 miles off the , 
itexican mainland on a line between | 
Hawaii and Panama, consists of a low 
coral ring of sandlike appearance, 
varying in width from a few yards to 
(i quarter of a mile and rising from 
the sea to a height of 5 to 14 feet. 

Will Chart Island. 

Within this coral ring is a large, 
circular lagoon with depths from a few 
•Inches to more than 300 feet. The is- 1 
land is fringed by a continuous coral | 
reef and coral rocks. At the southeast ^ 
end a huge rock, like a ship under full j 
sail, rises 70 feet. ‘ 


l^hips are Warnea uiao uie" island is 
dangerous to navigation, even under 
the most favorable conditions. Mari- 
ners are urged to approach Clipperton 
with great caution. 

For one thing, the exact location of 
the island is not definitely known. It 
has been reported to lie five miles 
north of its present charted position. 

Capt. Guy N. Barker of the Houston 
plans to make observations. These he 
will report to the Navy’s hydrographic 
office so that officials there can exactly 
chart the Island for the first time. 

President Takes Honors. 

While Capt. Barker is taking his ob- 
servations, and Prof. Waldo Schmitt . 
of the Smithsonian Institution of 
Washington, D. C., is making scientific 
investigations on the island. President 
Roosevelt and others of his party will 
resume their fishing. 

They had a great day with their | 
rods and reels yesterday while the 
Houston anchored off Socorro Island. 
The fish were so plentiful the party 
caught 130, averaging 10 to 20 pounds 
each, in only three hours. 

The President, for the second time 
since the cruiser left San Diego last 
Saturday, came off with top honors, 
landing a 30-pound bluejack. He 
battled a shark for half an hour but 1 
the shark won when the President’s 
line broke. 



. .■» At- - + A'*. 
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■ 22, 1938 


Scientists Study IslandS^ 
While President Fishes 

; Roosevelt’s Party Catches Five 
. Sharks In Waters Off 
} Mexican Coast 

■ Aboard U. S. S. Houston, En Route 
jto Panama, July 21 (/P ) — Treacherous 
:Clipperton Island, 675 miles off Aca- 
Ipulco, Mexico, was examined in the 
I interests of .science and navigation to- 
-day by members of President Roose- 


RoosevelL Parly 
Land Five Sharks, i 
One 6 Feet Long] 


Aboai'd TJ. S. S, Houston, En 
Route to Panama, July 21 (ff ). — 
Treacherous Clipperton Island, 675 
miles off Acapulco. Mexico, was ex- 
amined in the interest of science 
and navigation today by members 
of President Roosevelt's party, 
while the Chief Executive added to ^ 
hLs laurels as a fisherman. ' 

An exploration party headed by 
Prof. "Waldo Schmitt, of the Smith- 
sonian Institution, brought bags and 
tubs filled with bird, animal and 
marine specimens back to the Hous- 
ton from the volcanic island. 

Meanwhile. President Roosevelt 
and those with him returned with 
five sharks, one measuring 6 feet in 
length, and a catch of other fish. 


velt s party, while the Chief Executive 
added to his laurels as a fisherman. 

An exploration party headed by 
Prof. "Waldo Schmitt, of the Smith- 
sonian Institution, brought bags and 
tubs filled with bird, animal and ma- 
rine specimens back to the Houston 
from the low-lying, volcanic island. 

'^lean.while. President Roosevelt had 


great luck in a five-hour fishing ex- 
pedition in one of the Houston's 
launches. He and those with him re- 
turned with five sharks, one measur- 
ing six feet in length, and a catch of 
other fish so heavy it had to be hoisted 
aboard by the ship’s crane. 

There was not room in the Houston’s 
refrigerators to hold all the fish. 


F. D.’s Ship Headfd 
for Galapagos Island 

ABOARD THE U.S.S. HOUSTON, 
En Route to Cocos Island, July 22 — 
(By Naval Radio to The United 
Press) — The U, S. S. Houston car- 
ried President Roosevelt and his va- 
cation party far south into the 
equatorial waters of the Pacific to- 
day. The Houston was making a 
1300-mile run from Clipperton 
Island, far off the coast of Mexico, 
to Galapagos Island, west of Ecuador 
in South America. 

Yesterday, the President and his 
five fishing companions went ashore 
on the tiny French island possession 
to cast their lines. Their catch was 
so large that the crew members 
aboard the ship had to use a lifting 
crane to bring it on deck. 'There 
were five sharks, one of them meas- 
uring five feet from tip to tip. 

Professor Otto Schmitt of the 
Smithsonian Institution in "Wash- 
ington went inland with a party and 
returned with bird, animal and ma- 
rine specimens which he said were 
extremely valuable for scientific 
study. 

Capt. G. N. Barker, commander 
of the Houston, and three naval 
aviation cadets, W, C. Jakeman, 
J. P. Jones, and A. J. Dugan, ob- 
served, after a day-long survey, that 
the island is a mile southeast of 
its present charted position on offi- 
cial naval mapsL 


Roosevelt Nears ^ 
Galapagos Isles 

Aboard U. S. S. Houston, En Route 
to Panama, July 22 (TP). — "Voluminous 
Government reports occupied the 
attention of President Roosevelt to- 
day as he cruised toward the tropi- 
cal Galapagos Islands, land of nud- 
I ist exiles and a weird death mys- 
tery of several years ago, involving 
j associates of a German baroness. 

The Houston was "due Sunday 
afternoon for a week’s visit among 
the volcanic islands, more than 500 
miles west of Ecuador, to which 
they belong. 

The Houston sped through calm 
seas and ideal weather at 22 knots 
today on the 1,300-mile course be- 
tween Clipperton Island, off Mexi- 
co, and the Galapagos. 

Except for the destroyer McDou- 
gal, the Houston’s convoy, not a 
ship or scarcely a sign of civiliza- 
tion has been sighted since the 
Presidential party left San Lucas 
Tuesday. 







THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF REVIEWS THE UNITED STATES FLEET, 

President Roosevelt and Admiral Claude C. Bloch standing on the bridge of the Houston as the cruiser passed 

the sixty-three men o’ war anchored in San Francisco Bay. 

(Times Wide World Photos, San Francisco Bureau) 



FOR GALAPAGOS 


Cruiser Leaves Clipperton 
With Refrigerators Full 

star. 19 ie 

By the Associated Press. • 

ABOARD THE U. S. S. HOUSTON, 
EN ROUTE TO PANAMA, July 22.— 
President Roosevelt’s vacation fishing 
cruise led him today toward the 
Cralapagos Islands, locale of one of 
the strangest mystery death stories 
ever to come out of the Tropics. 

A voyage of 1,300 miles lay ahead 
of the Houston w'hen she left Clip- 
perton Island yesterday, her refrigera- 
tors overflowing with fish the Presi- 
dent and his party caught in a five- 
hour expedition. 

Also aboard the W'arship was new 
information concerning the location 
of Clipperton, 675 miles off Acapulco, 
Mexico, but 1 mile southeast of its 
present charted position, according 
to observations taken by Capt. G. N. 
Barker, commander of the Houston. 

Specimens of the volcanic island’s 
bird, animal and marine life were 
gathered by Prof. Waldo Schmitt of 
the Smithsonian Institution w'hile 


presidential"^ 

CRUISE NEARS 
GALAPAGOS IS. 

‘Pollywogs’ Face Trial 
At Equator 

ABOARD THE U. S. S. HOUS- 
TON, ENROUTB TO GALLAPA- 
GOS ISLANDS (Via Navy radio), 
July 23 (I.N.S.).— Far off ocean 
shipping lanes, the cruiser Houston 
carried President Roosevelt and 
his party toward Galapagos Island 
today. 

It was another day of rest for 
: the President and his staff, marred 
jfor the “Pollywogs” only by the ex- 
pected arrival of “Davey Jones”' 
special ambassador to King Nep- 
tune as the ship neared the equa- 
j tor. 


the President fished, and three Navy 
planes surveyed the island and sur- 
rounding waters from the air. 

The weird death story of the 
Galapagos, lying along the Equator 
500 miles west of Ecuador, involves 
a supposed paradise once ruled by a 
German baroness. 

In 1934 the bodies of two men, 
who had died of thirst, were found 
on bleak Marchena Island, one of the 
Galapagos group. 


They were idem 
Rudolph Lorenz, forr 
a Norwegian sailor r 
Lorenz was known 
a colony of Charle 
by the Baroness Elr 
Subsequently, it 
baroness and a r 
Philipson, who p( 
shed some light c 
tery, sailed one 
Seas, never to b 
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Roosevelt Hails Davey 

Presidential Cruise Party ® 
Enjoys Equatorial Initiation I 

ABOARD U. S. S. HOUSTON, EN ROUTE TO GALA- 
PAGOS ISLANDS (VIA NAVY RADIO) July 23 (I.N.S.) . 
“Davy Jones,” special ambassadoi' to Neptiinus Rex, king of 
the deep, boarded the “Presi-' 
dential Yacht” today to prepare 
for the visit of his majesty sched- 
uled for early tomorrow. 

President Roosevelt, after per- 
sonally greeting the aged mon- 
arch’s ambassador, watched the 
members of his staff, who had 
never before crossed the Equator, 
take the first portion of their in- 
itiation into the Ancient and Hon- 
orable Order of Shell Backs.” 

Many a hearty laugh was in- 
dulged in by Mr. Roosevelt as he 


watched the “Pollywogs,” dressed' 
in nondescript garments ranging! 
from full dress to barest scanties,' 
man the rail in watch for “Davyi 
Jones.” 

“Royal Bears” and “Royal Po- 
licemen” stood guard over the un- 
fortunates, forcing them to per- 
form ludicrous acts. 

Tonight, the President took a 
leading part in the maritime court- 
martial. 


MANY INDIGNITIES 

Those members of the staff and 
crew who had never before crossed 
the equator, or who failed to bring 
their certificates along, were 
forced to undergo many indignities 
during Iasi night and today. 

They face acid tests tonight 
when it is expected “Davey Jones” 
will make his delayed appearance. 

Clad in garments of every de- 
scription from full dress suits to 
scanties, they set a watch on the 
maindeck to welcome “Davey” 
aboard. 

President Roosevelt took time 
off from his study of two volumi- 
nous Government documents to 
prepare special charges for which 
members of his staff will be tried 
before King Neptune’s special am- 
bassador at the maritime court- 
martial. 

Half of the voyage from Clip- 
perton Island to Galapagos had 
been covered early today and 
ships’ officers were confident 
they would have the President at 
the famed island group Sunday 
afteiuioon at 1 p. m. (P.S.T.). 


OFF BEATEN TRACK 

Except for the Houston’s con- 
voy, the destroyer McDougal, not 
a ship nor scarcely a sign of civ- 
ilization has been sighted since 
the presidential party left Cape 
San Lucas, last Tuesday evening. 
The vastness of this area of the 
Pacific, the desolate sea-ravaged 
islands, best tell the story of how 
far behind the President has left 
the beaten tracks of commerce 
and the habitable regions of this 
hemisphere. 

And yet, as the President pointed 
out today: 

“Our separation from home 
is but physical. Modem com- 
munication makes it possible 
I for us, in less than five min- 
i utes’ time, to hear from Wash- 
ington or let Washington hear 
from us.” 
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THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF REVIEWS THE UNITED STATES FLEET, 

President Roosevelt and Admiral Claude C. Bloch standing on the bridge of the Houston as the cruiser passed 

the sixty-three men o’ war anchored in San Francisco Bay. 

(Times Wide World Photos, San Francisco Bureau) 



i 






[dress on her much publicized 
Fall of 1926. 

onal) . 






ETURNS TO THE CATHE- 
ko WAS CROWNED. 

which was captured by the 
Lfter she was burned at the 
cathedral for the rededication 
k England 

prld Photos) 



PRESIDENI HE 
FOR GALAPAGOS 

Cruiser Leaves Clipperton 
With Refrigerators Full 

star. 

By the Associated Press. * 

ABOARD THE U. S. S. HOUSTON, 
EN ROUTE TO PANAMA, July 22.— 

Pi'esideiit Roosevelt's vacation fishing 
cruise led him today toward the 
I Galapagos Islands, locale of one of 
I the strangest mystery death stories 
ever to come out of the Tropics. 

A voyage of 1,300 miles lay ahead 
of the Houston when she left Clip- 
perton Island yesterday, her refrigera- 
tors overflowing with fish the Presi- 
‘ dent and his party caught in a five- 
hour expedition. 

Also aboard the warship was new 
information concerning the location 
of Clipperton, 675 miles off Acapulco, 
Mexico, but 1 mile southeast of its 
present charted position, according 
to observations taken by Capt. G, N. 
Barker, commander of the Houston. 

Specimens of the volcanic island’s 
bird, animal and marine life were 
gathered by Prof. Waldo Schmitt of 
the Smithsonian Institution while 


the President fished, and three Navy 
planes surveyed the island and sur- 
rounding waters from the air. 

The weird death story of the 
Galapagos, lying along the Equator 
500 miles west of Ecuador, involves 
a supposed paradise once ruled by a 
German baroness. 

In 1934 the bodies of two men, 
who had died of thirst, were found 
on bleak Marchena Island, one of the 
Galapagos group. 


They were iden' 
Rudolph Lorenz, fon 
a Norwegian sailor r 
Lorenz was known 
a colony of Charle 
by the Baroness Ek 
Subsequently, it 
baroness and a r 
Philipson, who p< 
shed some light c 
teo', sailed one 
Seas, never to b 
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Roosevelt Hails Davey 

Presidential Cruise Party ^ 
Enjoys Equatorial Initiation ** 

ABOARD U. S. S. HOUSTON, EN ROUTE TO GALA- 
PAGOS ISLANDS (VIA NAVY RADIO) July 23 (I.N.S.). 
“Davy Jones,’’ special ambassador to Neptunus Rex, king of 
the deep, boarded the “Presi-t 
dential Yacht” today to prepare 
for the visit of his majesty sched- 
uled for early tomorrow. 

President Roosevelt, after per- 
sonally greeting the aged mon- 
arch’s ambassador, watched the 
members of his staff, who had 
never before crossed the Equator, 
take the first portion of their in- 
itiation into the Ancient and Hon- 
orable Order of Shell Backs.” 

Many a hearty laugh was in- 
dulged in by Mr. Roosevelt as he 


watched the ‘Tollywogs,” dressed 
in nondescript gannents ranging 
from full dress to barest scanties, 
man the rail in watch for “Davy 
Jones.” 

'‘Royal Bears” and “Royal Po- 
licemen” stood guard over the un- 
fortunates, forcing them to per- 
form ludicrous acts. 

Tonight, the P-esident took a 
leading part in the maritime court- 
martial, 


PRESIDENTIAL 
CRUISE NEARS 
GALAPAGOS IS. 

Tollywogs' Face Trial 
At Equator 

ABOARD THE U. S. S. HOUS- 
TON. ENROUTB TO GALLAPA- 
GOS ISLANDS (Via Navy radio), 
July 23 (I.N.S.),— Far off ocean 
shipping lanes, the cruiser Houston 
carried President Roosevelt and 
his party toward Galapagos Island 
today. 

It was another day of rest for 
the President and his staff, marred 
for the ‘Tollywogs” only by the ex- 
pected arrival of ‘‘Davey Jones”* 
special ambassador to King Nep- 
tune as the ship neared the equa- 
tor. 


MANY INDIGNITIES 

Those members of the staff and 
crew who had never before crossed 
the equator, or who failed to bring 
their certificates along, were 
forced to undergo many indignities 
during las't night and today. 

They face acid tests tonight 
when it is expected “Davey Jones” 
will make his delayed appearance. 

Clad in garments of every de- 
scription from full dress suits to 
scanties. they set a watch on the 
maindeck to welcome “Davey” 
aboard. 

President Roosevelt took time 
off from his study of two volumi- 
nous Government documents to 
prepare special charges for which 
members of his staff will be tried 
before King Neptune’s special am- 
bassador at the maritime court- 
I martial. 

' Half of the voyage from Clip- 
perton Island to Galapagos had 
been covered early today and 
jships' officers were confident 
^hey would have the President at 
the famed island group Sunday 
^afteimoon at 1 p. m. (P.S.T.), 


j OFF BEATEN TRACK 

I Except for the Houston's con- 
voy, the destroyer McDougal, not 
a ship nor scarcely a sign of civ- 
ilization has been sighted since 
the presidential party left Cape 
San Lucas, last Tuesday evening. 
The vastness of this area of the 
Pacific, the desolate sea-ravaged 
islands, best tell the story of how 
far behind the President has left 
the beaten tracks of commerce 
and the habitable regions of this 
hemisphere. 

And yet. as the president pointed 
out today : 

“Our separation from home 
is but physical. Modeui com- 
munication makes it possible 
for us. in less than five min- 
I utes’ time, to hear from Wash- 
ington or let Washington hear 
from us.” 
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In Galapagos : P||[l[NI’SSlliP 


Spends a Quiet Day 
With Church Rites 
On Cruiser 

ABOARD U. S. S. HOUSTON 
IN SULLIVAN BAY, SAN SALVA- 
DOR ISLAND, Galapagos Group 
(via Navy Radio), July 24 (I.N.S.). 
In this protected harbor, where 
Charles Darwin first developed i 
the famous evolution theory, in| 
1835, President Franklin D. Roose- 
velt and his pardty slept aboard 
the cruiser Houston tonight. 

The presidential “yacht” arrived 
at Tower Island, first of the group, 
at 9:05 a. m. today, four hours 
ahead of schedule, and dropped: 
anchor in Darwin Bay, where ' 
church services were held under: 
the direction of Lieut. H. R.l 
Trump. 

After an hour at Tower Island, 
the Houston weighed anchor again 
and in three hours was at San 
Salvador or James Island. 

While the presidential party 
rested throughout the day, Prof. 
Waldo Schmitt, of the Smithson- 
ian Institution, regaled them with 
stories of naturalists who had vis- 
ited the islands in the past. 


C.-' 
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300 'Pollywogs’ Are Initiated 
in Ceremonies After 
Crossing Equator. 

By the Associated Press. 

ABOARD CRUISER HOUSTON, 
IN GALAPAGOS ARCHIPELAGO, 
July 25. — The U. S. S. Houston, bear- 
ing President Roosevelt on his Pacific 
fishing voyage, cruised toward Albe- 
marle Island today as those aboard 
observed the Navy's traditional cere- 
monies of crossing the equator. 

Soon after the Houston left Its 
overnight anchorage in Sullivan Bay, 
James Island, for the 100-mile run 
to Albemarle Island, “King Neptune” 
and “dignitaries of his royal court” 
boarded the ship. 

Although the cruiser actually crossed 
the Equator in reaching James Island, 
the ceremonies were postponed until 
today to avoid conflict with ship- 
board Sunday services. 

More than 300 “pollywogs” (those 
crossing the Equator for the first time) 
were given the royal works of initia- 
tion after arrival of Neptune and his 
court. 

President Takes Part. 

Stephen E. Early, presidential secre- 
tary, acted as chief of the “pollywogs.” 
President Roosevelt, himself, was chief 
of the “shellbacks,” those who have 
crossed the Equator before. 

Capt. Guy N. Barker of the Houston 
welcomed Neptune and turned over his 
command to the king for the period 
of the ceremonies. 

The “pollywogs” then ran the gaunt- 
let between ranks of “royal police,” 
were treated by the “royal doctor,” 
kissed the “royal baby” and were 
tossed to the “royal bears” and the 
mercy of the “shellbacks.” 

The ceremonies concluded with Nep- 
tune welcoming the initiates to “the 



mystic realm of the deep and the 
royal court of the raging main.” 

The Houston reached Tower Island, 
first of the Galapagos group, at 9:05 
a.m. (ship time) yesterday and 
anchored at the entrance to Darwin 
Bay. The presidential party and the 
ship’s officers and men attended 
church services conducted by Chap- 
lain H. R. Trump. 

Within an hour the Houston w'as 
under way again. It crossed the 
Equator at 12:53 p.m, and anchored 
at James Island, 60 miles from Tower 
Island. 

As the cruiser moved through the 
languid waters of Ecuador’s fabled 
archipelago the President heard from 
Prof. Waldo L. Schmitt of the Smith- 
sonian Institution some of the facts 
scientists have gathered about the 
islands. 

Prof. Schmitt, a member of Mr. 
Roosevelt’s party, said the wholly vol- 
canic nature of the islands, and the 
eccentric plant and animal life found 
on them, have caused them to be 
visited by more scientific expeditions 
than probably any other area of sim- 
ilar size in the world. 






heaped upon his 
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Roosevelt 
‘Relief’ to Isle 

Presents Supplies From 
Houston to Needy 1 2 


Inhabitants 




ASHINGTON TIMES, 

PRESIDENT GETS 
KICK OUT OF HIS 
“ORDEAL” 

Directs Neptune Rites 
At Equator Crossing 

ABOARD THE U. S. S. HOUS- 
TON, EN ROUTE TO ALBER- 
MARLE ISLAND, GALAPAGOS 
GROUP (VIA NAVY RADIO), 
July 25 (I.N.S.).— After more than 
a week of bickering, the pollywog j 
members of President Roosevelt’s j 
staff met up with the loyal mem- : 
bers of King Neptime’s realm to- 
day as the cruiser Houston 
steamed from Sullivan Bay, San 
Salvador Island, to Albermarle 
Island. 

There were plenty of charges 
against members of the presi- 
dential party, and Davey Jones as 
high ambassador for Neptunus 
Rex, saw thac justice was meted 
out today in accordance with 
sentences passed at the court- 
martial held la.^t night, soon after 
I he boarded the ship. 

EARLY CHIEF GOAT 

Stephen Early, secretary to the 
President, was one of the chief 
offenders under charges prepared 
by Senior Shellback Roosevelt and 
reported to Davey Jones. As a 
result, Early was meted out the 
“royal works” by Shellbacks. i 
Everything from the electric 
chair, stocks, operating tables, the 
“royal dentist’s” mouthwash and 
the tank was administered to the 
unfortunates who had never 
crossed the equator before, to- 
gether with good old-fashioned 
i swats from canvas beaters in 
hands of long rows of Shellbacks. 

ROOSEVELT DELIGHTED 

Mr. Roosevelt stretched himself 
under a canvas awning where, as 
Senior Shellback he could see the 
; proceedings and enliven it from 
'time to time as some especailly 
■recalcitrant Pollywog needed extra ^ 
discipline. He enjoyed rnany a 
hearty guffaw at the indignities j 


t Anchored in Sullivan Bay, wnere 
iProf. Charles Darwin first de* 
i veloped his theory of the evolution 
I of man during a visit aboard the 
Beagle in 1835, President Roosevelt 
slept a few miles south of the 
Equator last night. 

WHOLLY VOLCANIC 

At Tower Islands, Galapagos 
group. President Roosevelt was in- 
tensely interested in the report 
prepared by Prof. Waldo Schmitt, 
of the Smithsonian Institution, 
I which said: 

■ “There is no mistaking the 
wholly volcanic nature of the 
Galapagos. On every hand 
are craters of primary, second- 
ary, and lesser degree, fumaroles, 
cones, and vents, a graphic ex- 
ample of vulcanism to the nth 
degree. 

“Darwin thought there must 
be at least 2,000 craters of one 
sort or another. The Valley of 
Ten Thousand Smokes would 
suffer by comparison.” 


Roosevelt Arrive 
At Galapagos 

ABOARD THE U. S. S. HOUS- 
TON, EN ROUTE TO COCOS 
ISLE, July 26.— (By Navy Radio 
to the United Press)— President 
Roosevelt worked steadily at his 
desk today w^hile the U. S. S. 
Hou.ston carried him through 
tropical waters to an anchorage 
in Elizabeth Bay. Albemarle Island, 
largest of the picturesque Gala- 
pagos group. 

In his capacity as honorary 
chairman of the Poughkeepsie, N. 
Y., committee for the celebration 
of the 150th anniversary 'of the 
j ratification of the Constitution, 
iMr. Roosevelt sent personal greet- 
ings to his home county and to 
Poughkeepsie neighbors partici- 
pating in the observance today. 

The President decided to modify 
his cruise itinerary to reach Bal- 
boa, Canal Zone, at 4 p. m. August 
4, half a day earlier than origi- 
nally planned. 
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WITH PRESIDENT ROOSE- 
VELT, ABOARD THE S. S. HOUS- 
TON, CHARLES ISLAND, GALA- 
PAGOS GROUP (Via Navy Radio) 
July 27 (I.N.S.) . — The “business 
recession” in this South Pacific 
island felt the benefits today of 
the spend-lend recovery program 
after the “Presidential Yacht” 
anchored here for what was to 
have been a brief visit. 

Members of President Roose- 
velt’s party, together with some 
50 officers and men from the crew, 
explored the island by land and 
air. Tliey left the 12 inhabitants 
of the island, including two 
Americans, much richer. 

A group of volunteers, headed 
by Commander Daniel J. Callag- 
han, the President’s naval aide 
carried generous quantities of 
foodstuffs, newspapers and mag- 
azines and medical supplies up 
the steep mountainous trails, in 
response to the Pi'esident’s appeal. 

They found Heinz Wittmer, hu 
wife and family of three, and Mr 
and Mrs. Elmir A. Conway, ai 
American couple who put ou 
from the California coast some It 
months ago. The Americans told 
Commander Callaghan they had 
been struggling for an existence 
ever since their arrival here 10 
months ago. 















Roosevelt Party Sends Supplies 
To Tiny, Tragic Charles Islan^ 

President Views Mystery-Laden Land From Deck, 
Donates Food, Medicines to Little Colony of 7 
White Persons in ‘Empire’ of Missing Baroness. 

Aboard U. S. S. Houston, In Galapagos Archipelago, July 27 (A“). — 
President Roosevelt, viewing tragic, mysterious Charles Island from the 
cruiser Houston, today sent precious fresh food and other gifts to the few 
inhabitants. # 

From Postolflce Bay, Charles Is- 
land’s “waterfront,” the President’s 
naval aide, Commander Daniel J. 

Callaghan, members of the Presi- 
dential party, and about 50 blue- 
jacket volunteers, went ashore with 
foodstuffs, magazines, newspapers 
and medical supplies. 

The party struggled up steep 
mountain slopes to the crude home 
of Heinz Wittmer, his wife and their 
family of three. 

Ashore they also found Elmir A, 

Conway and his wife, who left 
California 13 months ago and for 
10 njonths had been struggling to 
exist on Charles Island, So another 
boatload of supplies was sent for 
them. Gifts also were sent to the 
five Ecuadorean Indians who, with 
the Wittmers and the Conways, 
make up the island’s population. 

The inhabitants refused comment 
about the mysterious disappearance 
from the island several years ago 
of the eccentric Baroness Eloiso 
Wehrborn, whose invariable cos- 
tume was a pair of silk panties and 
a pearl-handled revolver. 

The baroness allegedly set up an 
“empire” and ruled her “subjects,” 
three men, with an iron hand. Two 
of them later were found dead on 
nearby Marchena Island. They 
had died of thirst and starvation. 

Still later the baroness and her re- 
maining “subject,” Robert Philip- 
son. disappeared unaccountably. 

The President spent the day in his 
floating office and on the decks. 

Among Grovernment messages 


Roosevelt Fishes 
To Be Preserved 
At Smithsonian 


re- 


Aboard Cruiser Houston, in Ga- 
lapagos Archipelago, July 28 (TP), — 
The waters about Hood Island yield- 
ed President Roosevelt and his party 
bigger fish today than they had 
found elsewhere during the past 
several days. 

Tuna, averaging from 30 to 45, 
pounds, were hooked and brought 
to boat by the President. Several 
large golden groupers and other 
fish — some of unknown species — 

; also were taken and turned over to 
iProf. Waldo L. Schmitt, of Smith- 
sonian Institution for indentification 
and preservation. 

’ After lunch the President re- 
sumed his 'fishing, going after small- 
er ones. The President already 
had turned over to Prof. Schmitt a 
number of very tiny_ fish of rare 
' and little known species. 


celved was a report of WPA Ad- 
ministrator Hopkins that during the 
week ended July 23 more than 37,000 
workers had been added to the rolls 
of that agency. 

“WPA rolls,” Hopkins reported, 
“have shown a rise of more than 
240,000 since June 1, this increase 
being distributed among 37 States 
and the District of Columbia.” 

The Houston turned eastward at 
3 p. m. (E.S.T.) for Hood Island, 60 
miles away, where the wild Wahoo, 
most savage of all fish in the Pacific, 
may get a chance to strike the Presi- 
dential hook. 


Ill 


\ ROOSEVELT m PACIFIC 
LANDS 45 P0UND TUM 

Then Seeks Smaller Fish for the 
. Smithsonian Institution, 

tl.’at i .i aa, 89 ->8., 

ABOARD THE CRUTSER HOUS- i 
TON, IN GALAPAGOS ARCHI- ‘ 
PELAGO, July 28 (A*). — The waters ! 
about Hood Island, present anchor- 
I age of the cruiser Houston, yielded 
President Roosevelt and his party 
today bigger fish than they had 
found elsewhere during the past 
several days. 

Tuna, averaging from 30 to 45 
pounds, were hooked and brought 
to boat by the President. Several 
large golden groupers and other 
fish, some of unknown species, also 
were taken and turned over to Pro- 
fessor Waldo L. Schmitt for identi- 
fication. 

Professor Schmitt ordered that 
they be preserved for addition to 
the Smithsonian Institution’s collec- 1 
tion of marine-life specimens native 
to the archipelago. 

After lunch Mr. Roosevelt re- 
sumed his fishing, going after' 
smaller ones. This was in accord- 
ance with the wish of Professor 
Schmitt, who said that, from the 
scientist’s viewpoint, the smaller 
fish afforded the greater interest 
because less is known of their habits 
of life. • 

The President already had turned 
over to Professor Schmitt a num- 
ber of very tinj'- fish of rare and 
little known species. 

The good weather which the Pres- 
idential party has been enjoying 
continued today, the seas ranging 
from calm to choppy and the tem- 
perature remaining pleasant even 
under the equatorial sun. Since the 
Houston reached the Galapagos last 
Sunday the weather has been pleas- 
antly cool. In the evenings, par- 
ticularly when the ship is under 
way, topcoats and heavier clothing 
are necessary. 

i When motion pictures are shown 
I in the evenings, the sailors fre- 
quently wrap themselves in blan- 
kets as they gather on deck about 
I the screen. j 


Special Cable to The New York Times. ' 

PANAMA, July 28.— President 
Roosevelt will remain on the Hous- 
ton until Aug. 5, according to pres- 
ent plans, although the vessel is 
expected to arrive on the evening 
of the fourth. 

He will cross the canal and visit 
the navy ammunition dumps and 
army installations on the west side 
of the canal, driving over a stretch 
of the Pan American Highway. 

After lunching with Governor 
Ridley he is to cross the isthmus on 
a special train, accompanied by 
President Arosemena. Mr. Roose- 
velt will inspect the army and navy 
j, posts at the Atlantic end of the 
(' canal and then board the Houston 
again at Gatun Locks. 


112 


113 


UP .he 


AND 






The President 


DOWN 

witfc BRYAN MORSE 


T hey ten me P. D. R. has more 
fishing rods, lines, reels, gad- 
gets and whatnots than the late 
Warren G. 
Harding had 
golf clubs. 

Harding had 
a White House 
room filled with 
clubs, bags, 
balls and nov-i 
elties. Even a 
10-foot club pre- 
sented by Wash- 
i n g 1 0 n golf 
writers which 
boasted a clock 
scoring device, 
hot and cold 
running water 
and the like. 

F. D. R. went West with a whole 
Pullman filled with fishing equip- 
ment, it was learned. And now 
aboard the U. S. S. Houston, 
Whose skipper, it is related, is an 
ardent angler, he is about to try 
conclusions with the denizens of 
the deep discovered some years 
back by Zane Grey. 

Only recently Dr. Waldo 
Schmidt, of the U. S. Museum, 
who used to be a beetlebrowed 
serious high school cadet at old 
Central, gave the President the 
lowdown on the territory visited 
most often by scientific parties. 

Dr. William Beebe, in his “Arc- 
turus Adventures,” and many 
others have written monographs 
without end on the famous Gala- 
pagos Islands. Once the famous 
Prince of Monaco’s famed float- 
ing biological laboratory made an 
Intensive stay there. And Amos 
Pinchot, noted sportsman and an- 
gler in his own right, gave the 
islands a whirl. In 1930 Vincent 
Astor’s New York Zoological Ex- 
pedition visited the famous spot. 


i5 Large Islands 

T he GALAPAGOS, belonging to 
Ecuador, lie some 840 miles 
from Panama, and 2,990 from Sanj 
Francisco, in the Pacific near the 
Equator. 

There are 15 large islands and 
40 smaller ones, and they com- 
prise some 3,000 square miles in 
area. They rise to from 3,000 to 
4,000 feet, and some have active 
volcanos from which lava flows 
into the sea. 


Charles Darwin m his voyage i 
In the Beagle said he knew of no 
tropical island so sterile and in-' 
papable of supporting life. There! 
is little rain and on occasions a 
thermometer thrust into the hot 
sand rises to 137 degrees. 

The temperature averages '’2 
degrees but sea water on one side 
of Albemarle Island is 80 degrees 
and on the other 60 degrees. 

Some 30 species of birds live on 
the islands and reptiles of all sorts 
enjoy the heat and &e mud. The 
famous Galapagos tortoises, liz- 
ards and turtles have been much 
publicized , Darwin recounted 
that the tortoises ran to 200 
pounds while the turtles “some 
big old males required 6 and 8 
men to lift them.” 

“I had great sport mounting 
them and riding them although 
it was difficult to maintain my 
seat,” he said. 


Huge Sharks 


S OME years back Zane Grey in 
search of saltwater game fish 
completely rigged out a vessel 
and with his son had a go at the 
sport there. Huge sharks, tuna, 
marlin, swordfish, barracuda, al- 
bacore, and yellowfins abound. 

Grey had great difficulty in 
bringing his catches to the gaff 
or boating them, on account of the 
sharks wl.’ich literally tore them 
to shreds. 

Mako sharks, nmning 1,200 
pounds and more, were caught by 
Grey and members of his party. 

The next fishing exploit of the 
nation’s No. 1 angler is mid- 
August at Clayton, N. Y.. when 
the Thousand Islands Interna- 
tional Bridge is officially opened, 
we are informed. 

There are the famed muskel- 
lunge, fighting fish weighing from 
20 to 80 pounds. Musky fisher- 
men toss aside silk thread and in- 
stead employ 250 feet of copper 
line. The lure is a Skinner spoon, 
manufactured in Clayton, N. Y. 

And if F. D. R. ties into one of 
these, he’ll have a greater battle 
than he’s ever had with a recal- 
citrant Democratic Senator. No 
foolin.’ It’s about the last of the 
glimmering he-man sports — musky 
fishing. 


ROOSEVELT PARTY® 
TURNS NORTHWARD 


President Hooks Number of Tuna 
and Several Large Golden 
Groupers Near Equator. 

By t' e Associated Press. 

ABOARD CRUISER HOUSTON, IN 
GALAPAGOS ARCHIPELAGO, July 
29. — President Roosevelt and his party 
turned northward and expected to 
stop today at Indefatigable Island, 
one of the largest of the Galapagos 
group, lying almost in the center of 
the Archipelago. 

The cruiser Houston anchored yes- 
terday in Gardiners Bay, Hood Island, 
in the extreme southeast corner of 
the Galapagos. 

Mr. Roosevelt hooked and gaffed a 
number of tuna, some of them weigh- 
ing as much as 45 pounds. Later he 
caught several large golden groupers 
and other equatorial fish specimens 
and turned them over to Prof. Waldo 
L. Schmitt of the Smithsonian Insti- 
tute. 

Weather in the islands, cooled by 
the Humboldt current, continued 
pleasant despite the position of the 
Island, a few miles south of the 
Equator. 

By radio, the President was advised 
by Administrator Stewart McDonald 
that the Federal housing business 
continued 100 per cent ahead of July, 
1937. In a report relayed from 
Washington, D. C., the administrator 
said that small home mortgage in- 
surance applications for the week 
ended July 23 totaled more than $20,- 
000,000, more than double the cor- 
responding week of last year. 


Roosevelt’s Lucl<^) 
As Angler F ails 

fp 0'alF 

Aboard Cruiser Houston, In Gala- 
pagos Archipelago, July 29 (/P). — 
For the first time since reaching 
Galapagos Islands. President Roose- 
velt had indifferent luck today in a 
fishing' excursion. 

While the cruiser rode at anchor 
off tiny Seymour Island, a volcanic 
dot near the center of the archi- 
pelago. the Chief Executive spent 
six hours fishing, but he and two 
companions had a total catch of but 
28 fish. 

Scientists from the Houston went 
ashore to seek pink flamingoes on 
Seymour Island but found none. 
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ROOSEVELT PARTY(i>) I 
HAS POOR CATCH 

i 

I President and Two Companions 
, Land Only 28 Fish on 
I Galapagos Excursion. 

I By the Associated Press. 

1 ABOARD CRUISER HOUSTON IN 

' GALAPAGOS ARCHIPELAGO, July j 
I 30. — President Roosevelt and the sci- 
entists in the presidential party were 
disappointed in the results of their 
stop at Seymour Island, one of the 
smaller units in the Galapagos group. 

Mr. Roosevelt spent six hours in a 
small motor whaleboat yesterday aft- 
ernoon, fishing in the lee of the isle. 
He and two companions caught only 
28 fish, a poor catch compared to 
! those made by the President in other 
Galapagos excursions. 

The President also was disappoint- 
ed that the fish were common varie- 
ties, tuna, barracuda and sea trout. 
He had hoped to hook another of 
the savage blue wahoos, a 54-pound 
specimen of which was brought to 
I boat the previous day at Hood Island. 

: Scientists went ashore from the 

I Houston and explored Seymour Island 
in a vain search for pink flamingoes. 
This rare type of flamingo had been 
reported to abound on the island. 


I 
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Roosevelt Vainly Hunts GravP^ ^ 
Of Navy Duelist on Galapagos Isle ^ 



ROOSEVELT. 


Aboard Cruiser Houston, Ga- 
lapagos Archipelago, July 30. — 
Led personally by President Roose- 
velt, a party of 50 officers and men 
from the cruiser Hous- 
ton searched San Salva- 
dor Island fruitlessly 
today for the grave of 
Lieut, John S. Cowan, 
of the U. S. frigate 
Essex, buried on the 
island in 1813. 

One hundred and 25 
years of erosion by 
wind and water had 
erased all evidence of 
the grave. Lieut. Cowan, 
aged 21, believed killed in a pistol 
duel with another member of the 
Essex’ company, was buried by 
Admiral David Porter, then com- 


Sharks Despoil (0^ 
Roosevelt Party 
t iO/ Their Fishes 

-S' 

Aboard U. S. S. Houston. Cocos 
Island. Aug. 1 (JP) (via Naval Ra- 
dio). — Members of President Roose- 
velt’s fishing party returned aboard 
tonight blaming sharks for their 
failure to catch fish in greater num- 
bers. 

The party put out this morning, 
but reported on their return that 
time after time, when game fish 
were hooked, only their heads w'ere 
pulled in. 

The President took his small boat 1 
well out to the windward side of 
the island, though other members j 
of the group elected to stay in the 
more calm waters on the sheltered 
side. When the catch was weighed 
and counted, honors for the biggest 
fish and the most fish went to the 
President and his boat. 

The battle between fishermen, 
fish and shark will be resumed to- 
morrow and possibly Wednesday 
forenoon. The Houston will pro- 
ceed to Balboa, Canal Zone, at 2 
p. m. Wednesday, and is scheduled 
to arrive there Thursday afternoon. 



mander of the frigate, which was 
anchored in James Bay to search 
for fresh water and tortoises. 
President Roosevelt was assisted 
in the search by Capt. 
George Paren, Com- 
mander Daniel J. Cal- 
laghan and Commander 
Paren N. Barker. They 
had hoped to be able to 
remove the remains of 
Lieut. Cowan to the 
United States Naval 
Academy at Annapolis, 
with permission of the 
Ecuadorian government. 
The party captured 
two small kids on the island. The 
animals, believed to be descendants 
of goats landed by Admiral Porter, 

M'ere made mascots of the Houston. 

\ 



President Reaches Co: 


Two Days’ Fishing Du 


ABOARD U. S. S. HOUSTON, Co- 
cos Isle, Aug. 1 (By Naval Radio to ) 
United Press)— President Roosevelt 
arrived at this tiny island about 450 
miles west of Panama today for two 
days of sail fishing and exploring ; 
pirate lore for which it is famous. J 

Marking the President’s third visitH 
to these fishing grounds since he en- 
tered the White House, the Houston 
arrived here early in the morning 
after a cruise from San Salvador 
Island of the Galapagos group 380 
miles away. 

Prof. Waldo L. Schmitt, Smithso- 
nian Institution scientist accompa- 
nying the President, reported that 
during a week of fishing and explo- 
ration among the Galapagos, he has ■! 
collected several hundred valuable 
specimens of animal Ufa. 










/' 



»j "Tile Dig fisli could not be im-l 
|1 mediately identified, but it more^ 

I closely resembled the rainbow 
!' runner than any other known, 
i, specie. While this fish attains an] 
i average weight of at least 12 
I pounds, the President’s prize! 

• tipped the scales fractionally 
j above 20 pounds. Wahoos, alba- 
j core and jacks also were counted 
in the day’s catch. 

' Start Home W ednesday | 

The Houston remained at an- 1 
: j chor off Cocos Island tonight. The 
{ I battle between the fishermen, fish 
; I and shark will be resumed tomor- 
! ! row and possibly Wednesday fore- 
1 Inoon. At 2 o’clock Wednesday aft- 
jernoon the Houston will proceed 
I to Balboa, Canal Zone, where it 
i is scheduled to arrive Thursday 
j afternoon. 

j “Tlie destroyer Dallas, from Bal- 
1 boa, is expected at Cocos tomor- 
row morning. It will bring the 
President the first official mail 
to be received since he sailed from 
San Diego, Calif.. July 16.” 


President Hopes to Catch 
Larger Fish Than 9-Footer 
He Got in 1935. 

By the Associated Press. 

ABOARD U. S. S. HOUSTON, CO- 
COS ISLAND, Aug. 1. — President 
Roosevelt's quest for a giant sailflsh 
and scientific specimens brought him 
to this Pacific island today for the 
third time since he entered the White 


?ie93ri 


Dinner for Sharks 

A radiogram from the ship de- 
scribing the day’s activities said: 

‘‘Fishermen eager to tny their 
luck in waters about Cocos Island, 
put out from the cruiser Houston 
today with President Roosevelt, 
later returning to the ship to alibi 
themselves at the expense of the 
shark, which they found every- 
where in great numbers. 

‘‘Time after time when game 
fish were hooked, only their heads 
remained hooked when the lines 
weue reeled in. To hook a fish in 
most instances was the equivalent 
of ordering dinner for the shark 
nearest the fisherman. 

President Wins 


i "The President took his small i 
boat well out to the windward 
side of the island. Others of his 
party elected to stay in the more 
1 calm waters on the sheltered side 
! of Cocos. 

1 They experienced the worst in- 
j terference by the sharks and when 
I the aggregate catch was weighed 
' and counted, honors for the big- 
gest fish and for the most fish had , 
: to be given respectively to the 
Pi'esident and his boat. > 


Only Heads Left on Hooks for 
Anglers to Haul in; Trip 

..Home Starts Tomorrow 

Herald 

ABOARD U. S. S. HOUSTON, 
COCOS ISLE, Aug. 1 (by Naval 
Radio to the United Press) . — Man- 
eating sharks spoiled the fishing 
for President Roosevelt and mem- 
bers of his party today by snap- 
ping off all but the heads of most| 
of the fish before they could be] 
reeled in. I 

Mr. Roosevelt had better luck] 
than his colleagues and easily' 
won top honors of the day. 


House. 

He arrived early in the morning 
after a day’s cruise from San Salvador 
Island in the Galapagos Archipelago. 

The President has made it no secret 
that he hopes, in the two days he will 
spend here, to surpass the feat which 
in 1935 landed him a 9-foot 6-inch 
sailflsh in the same waters. The catch 
on that visit weighed 135 pounds. 

Cocos Island is located about 540 
miles west of Panama. 

Prof. Waldo L. Schmitt, Smithson- 
ian Institution scientist aboard the 
Houston, said he and the officers and 
men of the Houston had collected 
several hundred scientific specimens 
in several branches of natural history 
in a week of fishing and exploring in 
the Galapagos. 

Even the anchor and anchor chain 
of the Houston, Prof. Schmitt said, had 
played a part in scientific phases of 
the cruise. After hoisting anchor oft 
Galapagos, the scientist discovered 
the chain had brought up a quantity 
of red shrimp-like crustatians, a num- 
ber of sea-urchins, a crab, a spira 
shell and a small, red calcareous sea- 
weed. 

The collections. Prof. Schmitt said, 
were of ‘‘especial scientific value,” be- 
cause they were obtained at a time of 
year when the i.slands are spldom vis- 
ited by scientific expeditions. 

He said exhaustive study of the 
scientific plunder would be made in 
Washington. 









‘Scientist’ Roosevelt’s Catch @ 

W, 


To Enrich National Museum 

rut A 




Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt, marine zo- 
ologist, of the Smithsonian Insti- 


Schmitt' said. “A few oi the fish 
and a great many crustaceans we 


tution. who accompanied President ' haven’t even identified yet.” Pend 


Roosevelt on his recent Pacific 
cruise, returned to Washington yes- 
terday with a healthy tan, 60 spe- 
cies of fish. 2.000 pounds of boxes, 
tanks and equipment and an en- 
thusiastic appreciation of the Presi- 
dent as a benefactor of science. 

Several of the fish, including some 
caught by President Roosevelt him- 
self, will greatly enrich the col- 
lection of the National Museum, 
said Dr. Schmitt. Among the rarer 
finds were good examples of the 
thread-fin bass. Southern barracuda, 
rainbow .runner and the wahoo. 

“Some of the.se .specimens are 
I worth the whole trip to us,” Dr. 


ing an intensive study of the col- 
lection, Schmitt said it was impos- 
sible to tell whether any new species 
had been caught. 

During the three weeks of the 
Presidential cruise. Schmitt filled 
his packing boxes not only with 
strange and exotic fish but also with 
botanical and geological specimens 
and with birds and snakes and even 
fossils. 

A particularly valuable botanical 
find was made at Cocos Island, off i 
the Central American coast, Schmitt 
said. Flowers, ripe seeds and seed- 

See F18H, Page 4, Column 1. 
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Roosevelt’s Fish 
■ Will Aid Science 


Fish 


Continued from Page 1. 

ling plants of an undescribed type 
of palm growing there were brought 
back to Washington. The palm was 
known to science only through part 
of a leaf brought to the outside 
world in 1908, he said. 

‘‘This palm has been much de- 
sired by botanists,” Schmitt de- 
clared, “not only for proper descrip- 
tion but also for the purpose of 
propagation.” He added with a 
smile. “You ought to have seen our 
botanist when I gave him that 
palm.” 

600 Pounds Frozen. 

' But Schmitt was especially pleased 
vyith his fish collection. “The larger 
game fish are difficult specimens to 
preserve and transport,” he said. 
“However, the excellent refrigera- 
tion facilities aboard the Houston 
enabled us to transport frozen 
specimens right back to Washington. 

I brought a 600-pound box full of 
frozen fish.” 

Some of the best fish were taken 
from the waters around the Gala- 
pagos Islands, Schmitt said. A spe- 
cimen resembling the Pacific am- . 
her jack of Lower California was; 
caught If it turns out to be that 
species, “a notable extension of the 
range will have been established,” 
he said. 

; The collections made by the Pres- 
ident and his party in the Galapagos 
region are of especial scientific 
value, as they were made at a time 
of year when the islands are sel- 
dom visited, Schmitt pointed out. 

Entire Party Helped. 

Dr. Schmitt said the entire per- 
sonnel of the Houston, as well as the j 
Presidential party, had been of great 
assistance in building up the col- ! 
Ipction. “At about 11 o'clock one 
night,” he said, “one of the engineer 
officers called me to the engine 
room to see a lot of bright red 
shrimp they had discovered in the 
.suction side of one of the condensers 
opened for repairs.” . , . j 

Even the anchor chain yielded 
treasure. “On the 145 fathoms of 
chain laid out at the Tagua Cove 
anchorage, these species were found; ' 
A starfish, a number of spiny sea- 
urchins, a quantity of red shrimp- ^ 
like crustaceans, a spire shell to . 
which a calcareous red sea plant 

was attached.” _ , c- u -is 

In .short, according tn Dr. Schmitt, 
“Ihp trip couldn't be beaten.” 
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